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English III Gothic Literature Group Presentation 
 

Gothic Literature Group Presentation 
Students must participate in creating, developing, and delivering a 15-minute presentation on a piece of Gothic Literature chosen 
from the selected list attached.  This presentation will require a visual component, such as a Powerpoint presentation or Prezi. 
Students are responsible for making sure that their visual presentation opens, runs, and plays on the day of presentations, 12/12-
14. Please note that our teachers computers are too slow to switch users; you must bring a flash drive containing your 
presentation.  Your final presentation must also be submitted to turnitin.com by 12/11 at 11:59 pm. The rubric for this presentation 
will include your ability to intelligently answer questions the teacher poses to you during your presentation about your research on 
the literature and the author.  You must actively participate in the presentation in front of the class in order to receive points for this 
assignment.   

 
Grading Scale for Final Presentation 
A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; F=69 and below 

Partners 
 You may choose to work with one other person in your class period, or you may choose to work alone.  Please note that it’s 

not wise to choose a partner who is consistently absent.  You are INDIVIDUALLY responsible for ensuring all work is turned 
in. Any and all work may be divided by the partners, but you all are responsible for getting ALL work turned in by the due 
date. 
 

Final Product 
 All projects must be done in a multimedia format. You may use PowerPoint, Prezi, or other digital format. If you are using a 

program from a computer class, it is your responsibility to ensure it will open and play on the classroom computer.  You 
must bring a flash drive with you on the day of presentations; I suggest email yourself the final presentation so that you will 
have access to the presentation. 

 Each group will be responsible for presenting the information to the class together. Be aware that 20 points of the rubric 
(on last page) is your individual presentation performance. Therefore, your final grade may differ from your partner’s if you 
do not actively participate in the presentation. 

 The presentation will count as a summative grade, or approximately 20% of your 2nd nine weeks average. For details, please 
see the attached rubric. 
 

Information to Include 
1) Title slide – Must include author’s name, Title of the chosen literature piece, students’ names and a picture. The picture 

needs to be a piece of art that you feel represents the author’s work. You will be required during the presentation to 
explain why you chose the painting, and how you feel it represents the story. Note, that while many photographs are 
artistic, it is best to choose something with emotion, color, and symbolism. It does not have to be a “classical” painting, but 
it should have depth.  If you can’t think of at least three reasons why the art represents your literature, then choose 
something else! 

2) Author slide – should tell about the author’s upbringing, education, and career.  Include 3-5 points that succinctly convey 
the author’s importance in the world of literature. Why should we be reading this author?   Again, plan to say more than 
you list on the slide. 

3) Gothic Literature Movement slide—should explain how your literature fits into the Gothic Literature movement and 
include the year your piece was written.  Note: some of these stories were written outside the years set for Gothic 
literature—some of these are Modern Gothic stories. Explain how your literature fits the definition of Gothic literature in at 
least three ways. 
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4) Summary Slide—Give a brief summary of the literature you’ve been assigned.  Be sure to include 3-5 bullet points 
addresses the key plot and character elements of your piece.  You will need to plan to present more than you write on the 
slide.  This summary should be sufficient to explain what the literature is about to anyone who has not read the piece (most 
of your classmates.) 

5) Important Character Slide – Pick a major character from the literature and explain how that character is used by the author 
to create an argument about the world, his or her society, etc. The “character” may be the speaker of the short story.  
Often the speaker of the story is not the author, but a persona the author creates.  Who is this character? How does his or 
her perspective convey the author’s point? Include 3-5 descriptions of what the character says or does, but present more 
than you write on the slide. 

6) Symbolism slide – Pick a major symbol, symbols if there is more than one, or a central image from the literature.  Explain 
how that symbol is used by the author to create an argument about the world, his or her society, etc.  Include a major plot 
events in your discussion of a how the symbol, or symbols, works to exemplify the theme of your literature. Your slide 
should have 3-5 points about a single symbol, or 3-5 symbols. 

7) In the Cannon?—For this slide argue for or against this piece of literature being included in next year’s curriculum.  Is this a 
classic piece of literature that you feel most students should read, or do you feel that a strong education may leave this one 
out?  Be aware that ALL of these stories are famous and widely taught.  Watch your tone!  You may not have enjoyed your 
story, but you can’t say “it’s dumb.” Include 3-5 points on your slide which help you make your case.  As always, plan to 
explain the argument in words, but hit the highlights of what you are saying on the slide. 

8) Works Cited slide – must be in MLA format.  Include a citation for all websites where images were gathered as well as 
written information. Note: citations are not website addresses only.  Write a proper citation according to MLA.   You need 
to have a citation for every piece of information you cite, but you must have a minimum of five citations. Your MLA 
formatting will be graded! You do not need to write a citation for any information you gained from your class notes on 
Gothic Literature.  
 

Details 
 You MUST have at least five sources on the works cited slide, though you may have more.  Treat this slide just as you would 

a works cited page in a paper. 
 You should have a minimum of eight slides for the final product, but you may have more.  Keep in mind that the final 

presentation should not exceed 15 minutes.  We are limited to a block day and a regular Friday class for presentation.  I 
will time you and, if you choose, someone can give you time cues. 

 You MUST include a Works Cited slide. If you do not have this you will NOT receive a grade higher than a 50. 
 You must turn in your presentation to turnitin.com by 11:59pm on Tuesday 12/11 or you will lose points as per the AHS 

late penalty policy. 
 You need to include a minimum of one picture. You are not limited to one picture. You may include pictures, video, and 

music as long as it is not distracting. 
 

Presentation 
 Each person MUST actively participate in the presentation; remember 20 points of the final grade are your individual 

presentation score. 
 You can NOT read the presentation to us. You need to be elaborating on what is on the screen. Bring up to four (double-

sided) presentation note cards; notecards must be turned in after the presentation. 
 You need to make sure you are making eye contact and speaking at a volume that everyone can hear you. 
 Pull hair back, avoid distracting jewelry, sunglasses, hats, and plant your feet. Fidgeting is very distracting. You are providing 

good information; let us hear your voice instead of being distracted by unnecessary movements. 
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Product Suggestions 
When creating a presentation in a professional environment, you should keep the following items in mind: 

 Avoid bright or neon colors; they are very distracting and can be hard to read. Chose a presentation for design which is clear 
and easy to read. 

 On a similar note, pay attention to the size and style of your font; I will stand at the back of the room, and I need to be able 
to read what is on the screen.  For the size and shape of our classroom, you will probably need at least a 24 point font.  This 
may mean that you will have to break each slide into two parts.  During our next class you will have time to work on this 
project with your novel partners.  Bring laptops and tablet computers and experiment with font size so that you can get a 
sense what the final product needs to be.  You may need to meet again before the final exam to finish this assignment; 
please arrange this with your novel partners as needed.    

 Less is more; slides should not have more than 3-5 bullet points. Piling information on the slide means people are reading 
the slide and not listening to your information. 

 Please, NO MOVING CLIP ART. This is one of the worst things you can do during the presentation.  
 Keep transitions to a minimum; you should not plan to hit the space bar for every line on your slide.  It is distracting and 

disruptive. Plus, most people don’t speak until it is all on the screen anyway. I will hit the space bar for you as needed 
between slides.   

 
Literature  
You will choose from the following pieces of literature. No more than one pair of students may choose a piece within a single class 
period.  Pick a first, second, and third choice as your first choice may be taken by the time your name is called to select a piece.  If 
you are absent on the day we choose a piece, a piece will be assigned to you.  Here are your options: 
 

1) “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 
2) “Barn Burning” by William Faulkner 
3) “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor 
4) “The Life You Save May be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor 
5) “Revelation” by Flannery O’Connor 
6) “The Adventure of a German Student” by Washington Irving 
7) “The Story of William Wilson” by Edgar Allan Poe 
8) “The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe 
9) “The Mask of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe 
10) “The Pit and the Pendulum” by Edgar Allan Poe 
11) “The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
12) “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
13) “The Birthmark” by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
14) “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin 
15) “Desiree’s Baby” by Kate Chopin 
16) “The Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce 
17) “The Yellow Wall Paper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
18) “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty 
19) “The Jilting of Granny Weather-all” Katherine Anne Porter 
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Name________________________________________________________________Story Title_______________________________ 

English III Gothic Literature Group Presentation Rubric 
 

On the day of the presentation, I will use this form to grade your presentation.  

Product 

Title Slide (author’s name, student’s name, art piece and explanation)………………………………………………………._________/10 

Author Slide (author’s upbringing, education, career, and importance of author)…………..…………………………._________/5 

Gothic Movement slide (3 ways this story qualifies as Gothic lit)……………………………………………………………….._________/5 

Summary slide (a succinct, comprehensive, and understandable summary of the story)……….……………………_________/5 

Character Slide (One character, how he/she develops, connection to theme)……………………………………………._________/15 

Symbolism Slide (One symbol and three reasons why it supports the theme)……..……………………………………._________/15 

In the Cannon? (A strong argument of why this story should/should not be included in the curriculum………_________/5 

Appearance of slideshow……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………._________/5 

Proper grammar and punctuation………………………………………………………………………………………………………………._________/5 

Works Cited (at least 5 sources in MLA format)……………………………………………………………………………………………_________/10 

Total…………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….__________/80 

Presentation 

Eye Contact ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………._________/5 

Volume and etiquette………………………………………………………………………………………………………………._________/5 

Appropriate knowledge Presented………………………………………………………………………………………..._________/10 

Total……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………..________/20 

Score _________________ Letter grade_________ 

*Remember that no Works Cited page equals a grade of no higher than a 50. Notecards must be turned in after the presentation. 
If you do not turn your project in on turnitin.com, your project will not be scored. 

Comments 


